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Oil rigs® safety net questioned as governments rely on

private inspections

By David S. Hilzenrath
Washington Post Staff Writer
Sunday, August 15, 2010

To ensure that oil rigs, tankers and other commercial
ships are in safe operating condition, governments
around the world, including the U.S. government,
often rely on inspections by private firms that are hired

and paid by the vessels' owners.

But how much confidence should the world have in

the maritime watchdogs?

The Deepwater Horizon catastrophe, which claimed
11 lives and fouled the Gulf of Mexico, has revealed
that the mobile oil rig leased by BP had a host of

maintenance problems.

Case in point: In April, the company that owned the
rig gave parts of two cranes its worst rating, indicating
that they did not work or should be removed from

service.

That assessment was for the company's internal use.

Less than two months earlier, one of the main
inspection firms upon which governments depend
declared that the same cranes were in satisfactory

condition.

Although there is no reason to think the cranes had
anything to do with the explosion that destroyed the
rig on April 20, records of the Deepwater Horizon's
maintenance and inspection history -- including the
crane assessments -- open a window on possible
weaknesses in the little-known industry that oversees

the world's commercial fleets.

The business traces its roots to the 1700s, when
insurers in London created a system to assess the ships

they might insure.

WP Network News PROFILE

E1 Recommend

(B Tveat K

ow | ity (5

TOOLBOX

[T Resize L%, Print E-mail
|»/ Yahoo! Buzz % Reprints i

._ﬁff F TRY EMAIL MARKETING

< FREE FOR 60 DAYS5!

» FOLLOW BUSINESS ON: ﬁ:i a 5

Agvertisement

Bankof America

Our 10 year, $1.5 trillion goal is
aimed at improving health,
education and housing in our
communities.

Helping set opportunity in motion.

LEARN MORE

COMMENT &

O Comments

BE THE FIRST TO COMMENT
You must be logged in to leave a comment.
Log in | Register

[+ Why Do I Have to Log In Again?

[*#] Discussion Policy

TOP JOBS The Washington Post

« Business Jobs

« Computer Jobs

« Construction Jobs
» Education Jobs

« Engineering Jobs
« Healthcare Jobs

» Legal Jobs

« Management Jobs
=« Media Jobs

= Non-Profit Jobs

« Sales Jobs

= Science Jobs

Find Your Dream Job Now!
I keywords ” location

FIND JOBS

Jobs by Simply

WHO'S BLOGGING powered by Sphare

» Links to this article

Sponsored Links

A Reverse Mortgage?

Near 70? Find out how much money you
can get from a reverse mortgage.
NewRetirement.com

Get Auto Insurance Now
Complete an Online Quote Now & Save.
Big on Coverage You Can Rely on!
www.Allstate.com

Buy a link here

FEATURED ADVERTISER LINKS

Lawsuit: Cochl Implants, Seroquel, Accutane, Yaz
Gallbladder, Januvia, TVT Sling, Shoulder Pain
Pumps

Gulf Oil Spill, Class Action, Mesothelioma, Asbestos
Cancer, IVC Filters, Lung Cancer, Avandia

Russia Now: In-Depth Coverage of Russia News,
Business, and More.

TimeSpace: Navigate articles, photos, video and
commentary from around the globe.

Looking to buy a home? Visit TWP Real Estate
section for the latest open houses.

Make Your Vanguard Investing More Profitable - Free
Research Report Reveals 5 Worst Funds for Your
401k



Today, owners of vessels flagged in the United States generally have a choice. To fulfill

federal requirements, they can let the Coast Guard conduct primary inspections, or they
can enlist one of several private firms authorized to do the work in place of the Coast
Guard.

Advertisemant When it comes to vessels flagged by other
nations -- such as the Deepwater Horizon,
which is registered in the Marshall Islands -
- the Coast Guard depends largely on the
oversight of foreign governments, which
might essentially outsource the job to the

same firms.

The fact that the inspection firms, known as

"classification societies," are hired and paid

by the vessels' owners appears to present "a

built-in conflict," said Steve Gordon, a

Houston maritime lawyer at the firm
Gordon, Elias & Seely. Its clients include eight surviving members of the Deepwater
Horizon crew.

"It's almost like the fox watching the henhouse," said Lee Kincaid, a former shipping
captain who has represented a labor union for marine engineers at the International
Maritime Organization, an agency of the United Nations.
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